Broads Authority
30 June 2006
Agenda Item No 8
Membership of Local Access Forum

Report by Head of Administration and Committee Services

	Summary:
The membership term for existing members of the Local Access Forum expires in July.  As the appointing authority the Authority is requested to reappoint these members.  It is also asked to formally approve the appointment of an additional six members to the Forum and to delegate authority to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman of the Forum, to make any future appointments and amend the scheme of delegation accordingly.

Recommendations: 

(i) That the existing members of the Local Access Forum be reappointed for a further period of three years until 30 June 2009.

(ii) That the individuals named in paragraph two of the report be appointed to the Forum for a period of three years until 30 June 2009.
(iii) That the future appointment  and re-appointment of members to the Local Access Forum be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman of the Forum, and that the scheme of delegation be amended accordingly. 


1
Reappointment of Existing Members

1.1
In March 2003 the Broads Management Committee agreed to the establishment of the Broads Local Access Forum.  Members were recruited and appointed to the Forum for a three year term running from the date of the first meeting on 23 July 2003.  That term is nearly completed and under the terms of the Local Access Forums (England) Regulations 2002 it is for the appointing authority to re-appoint members.  Consequently, the Authority is requested to re-appoint the following members to the Local Access Forum for the period up until 30 June 2009.  The list also indicates the interest group which the member is representing.

	Keith Bacon
	Archaeology and landscape heritage

	Liz Brooks
	Equestrian riding and driving

	Robin Buxton
	Landowners and managers

	Graham Downing
	Wildfowlers/field sporting users

	Keith Heazle
	Walking

	Tony Howes
	Water borne recreational users

	George Saunders
	People with disabilities/access for all

	Charles Swan
	Parish councils


	Ray Walpole
	Walking

	Mark Wells
	Water borne recreational users and

tourism and local businesses

	Chris Wright
	Canoeing

	Christopher Yardley
	Nature conservation/cycling


2 Appointment of New Members

2.1 The Forum as originally constituted had a membership of 17.  It was felt that this would allow for a wide representation and a balance between user, landowning and other interests.  Since its inception in 2003, as a result of resignations and the death of two of its members, the membership the Forum has fallen to 12.

2.2 A recruitment exercise for replacements was carried out recently in accordance with the Local Access Forums (England) Regulations 2002.  Following interviews with the Chairman of the Forum, the Head Ranger (Countryside) and the Head of Administration and Committee Services the Authority is recommended to formally appoint the following six individuals to the Forum for the three year period to 30 June 2009.  This will bring the membership of the Forum up to 18.  

	Hattie Llewelyn-Davies
	Walking

	Nick Larkin
	Angling

	Peter Medhurst
	Educational establishments/ walking

	Gary Simons
	Access for all/ people with disabilities

	Cynthia Wake
	People with disabilities

	Jill Wright
	Educational establishments/ walking


3
Amendment to the Scheme of Delegation

3.1
As vacancies occur on the Forum from time to time it would be practical to formally delegate the appointment of new members to the Chief Executive. This would, of course, be in consultation with the Chairman of the Local Access Forum. 

4
Financial Implications

4.1
Some members of the Forum claim travelling expenses to meetings and this is covered from the Forum’s budget which is managed by the Head Ranger (Countryside).
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